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Announcement of 
Audio/Video 
Recording 
 
Public Comment 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING  
CONDUCTED AS AN ON-LINE  ZOOM MEETING  

Northampton, MA 
_______________ 

 
A regular meeting of the City Council was called to order by City Council President Gina-
Louise Sciarra at 7 p.m.  
 
Councilor Sciarra announced that the meeting was being audio and video recorded. The 
City Council accepted public comment for seven minutes. (See Public Comment Record 
Sheet for names and topics of people making public comments.) 
 

 
Roll Call 
 
 

 
At 7:07 p.m. on a roll call the following City Councilors were present: 
 
        At-Large Councilor Gina-Louise Sciarra      At-Large Councilor William H. Dwight     
        Ward 1 Councilor Michael J. Quinlan, Jr.     Ward 5 Councilor Alex Jarrett 

Ward 2 Councilor Karen Foster                    Ward 6 Councilor Marianne LaBarge   
Ward 3 Councilor James B. Nash                Ward 7 Councilor Rachel Maiore                

        Ward 4 Councilor John Thorpe 
 

 
Public Hearings 
Public Hearing on 
21.347 and 21.348 
National 
Grid/Verizon Pole 
Petition for One (1) 
Jointly-owned (JO) 
Pole on Cross 
Path Road and 
National Grid 
petition to install 
underground 
conduit and 
heavy-duty 
handholes on Old 
Ferry Road 
(Petition 
#30408955) 
 

 
Public Hearings  
Public Hearing on 21.347 and 21.348 National Grid/Verizon Pole Petition for One (1) 
Jointly-owned (JO) Pole on Cross Path Road and National Grid petition to install 
underground conduit and heavy-duty handholes on Old Ferry Road (Petition 
#30408955) 
Councilor Sciarra read the legal notice. 
 
Councilor Dwight moved to open the public hearing. Councilor LaBarge seconded. 
The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote.  
 
Councilor Sciarra read the DPW memo. 
 
Lisa Jasinski presented on behalf of National Grid. According to the plans, the request is to 
remove the overhead line that goes over Interstate 91, she explained. National Grid is up-
grading its infrastructure, the utility doesn’t want to have to work on lines over the highway. 
It is better for everybody if they are placed underground and kept away from the traffic. 
 
Councilor Nash pointed out that this is a floodplain and they are proposing to put electrical 
lines underground. Is that common practice? Is it safe? He asked. 
 
It is safe, Ms. Jasinski assured. The wire is sealed all the way down the pole and back and 
the underground conduit is concrete-encased to boot. National Grid has been in the 
process of removing overhead wires from the overpasses on 91 and has already taken this 
step in other places, she indicated.  
 
In response to a follow-up question, she said she doesn’t expect the project to block the 
roadway. There may be only one-lane of traffic open during the work with a traffic detail. 
 
Councilor Nash noted this is the only access for folks on Riverbank Road other than 
Hockanum Road. 
 
Councilor Sciarra asked if anyone else wished to speak in favor or in opposition. 
 
She recognized Frances Volkmann, who, since she had missed public comment, took the 
opportunity to thank everyone who had worked so hard on the council, especially Councilor 
Dwight.  
 
Councilor Dwight moved to close the public hearing. Councilor LaBarge seconded. 
The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote. The public hearing closed at 
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7:14 p.m. 
 
Councilor Foster moved to approve the petition. Councilor Dwight seconded. The 
motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote. 
 

 
Updates from 
Council President 
and Committee 
Chairs 
 

 
Updates from Council President and Committee Chairs 
Councilor Sciarra briefly reflected on her experience serving as Council President, recalling 
her promise to fellow councilors at the January 7, 2020 organizational meeting that the new 
council session ‘wouldn’t be seamless.’  
 
“I was definitely right about it not being seamless,” she said. What she feels about this term 
and this council goes far beyond a sense of satisfaction and success; it is truly a deep 
sense of pride and admiration, she related. She met with individual members to try to give 
them an honest assessment of the time commitment and what to expect and, “I may have 
been off by just a hair,” she acknowledged. They all truly rose to the occasion and met their 
new responsibilities with grace and integrity amidst confusion and unbelievable challenges, 
she observed. She is extraordinarily proud to have served with them and extraordinarily 
grateful for the support she personally has received. To the five continuing on, she looks 
forward to being their colleague and continuing to work with them. To those for whom it is 
their last meeting, she thanked them for serving with distinction and heart and for giving 
their all. 
  
Councilor Sciarra marked Councilor Dwight’s departure from the council after 20 years by 
singling him out for special mention. She credited him with the ability to give historical as 
well as Northampton-specific context to any issue as well as to poetically elevate the 
council’s discourse to larger philosophical realms. He has embodied the spirit of 
Northampton for many decades in whatever role he has served, whether at the video store, 
on the radio, serving pie or on the council. On the council, he has served both with the 
utmost seriousness and with a really wicked sense of humor and also as a true moral 
compass. The council is losing a true leader and a remarkable voice and a real giant 
among the council and public servants.  
 

 
Recognitions and 
One-Minute 
Announcements 
by Councilors 
 

 
Recognitions and One-Minute Announcements by Councilors 
Councilor Nash thanked continuing and departing councilors alike for their distinctive 
contributions, appreciatively noting councilors’ service on special committees such as the 
Northampton Policing Review Commission (NPRC) and Ordinance Review Committee and 
sponsorship of significant legislation, such as the Plastic Reduction and Sustainability 
Ordinance. He commented that Councilor Sciarra’s election as Council President was the 
best nomination he ever made and thanked Mayor Narkewicz for his leadership. 
 
In a touching presentation, Councilor Nash presented Councilor Dwight with drawers from 
a desk previously owned by Congressman Silvio Conte and more recently belonging to 
Dwight’s father. The drawers were signed by the elected officials with whom Dwight served, 
including four mayors. Tonight closes basically a quarter century of public service, 
Councilor Nash recounted, including eight years as the Ward 1 councilor and another ten 
years as Councilor At-Large. Dwight has been a champion for people with disabilities, 
youth, the LGBTQ community and undocumented folks and spoken eloquently defending 
the First Amendment and access to public space.  
 
Councilor Nash described Councilor Dwight as both super-likable and very persuasive. 
Councilor Dwight convinced him and his wife to move to Northampton, and it was Dwight 
who introduced him to public service by encouraging him to check out the Disability 
Commission, on which he served for 10 years. That became his entry into how the 
committee structure works in Northampton, and he’s not alone. At one point they’ve all 
been invited to the table and mentored by Bill, he suggested. He concluded by thanking 
him for his service to the city. 
 
Councilor Jarrett performed a medley of short original songs for each of the departing 
councilors and the mayor. 
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Councilor LaBarge announced that the City Services Committee was busy in the 2020 - 
2021 council session, reviewing and making recommendations on a total of 86 appoint-
ments. She thanked all 86 applicants for volunteering their time to help the new mayor and 
all the councilors to make the city the vibrant community that it is. 
 
She and other councilors in turn thanked and expressed appreciation for Councilor Dwight, 
the Council President and the Mayor in particular and staff and departing colleagues in 
general. Among other sentiments, Councilor Quinlan told Councilor Dwight that before he 
knew him personally he admired him incredibly from afar and Councilor Foster commended 
Councilor Sciarra for consistently making sure all voices were heard. Referring to the 
‘perilous and tumultuous’ events that have taken place during this term, Councilor Maiore 
noted that their collective experience in public service has been interwoven with ‘history in 
the making’ in a truly outstanding way.  
 
I will not run again and, if nominated, I will not serve, Councilor Dwight stated emphatically. 
Having been through these transitions a few times, he’s noted a camaraderie in Northamp-
ton that is not present in some other communities where there’s even a kind of viciousness 
in some cases, he shared. The thing that marks everyone he’s served with here is their 
innate decency and genuine devotion to public service. This particular term is distinguished 
by many features, not the least of which is an unprecedented amount of drama brought 
about by the lynching of George Floyd, COVID and all the firsts and unique emotions 
present throughout. This council has experienced human drama on the scale of a Shake-
spearean play, he suggested. It puts things in perspective when having debates about 
parking spaces. This body has gone through that very tough time and through strength of 
character and integrity proved themselves over and over again to be good and decent 
public servants. He wants them to know that he has not only a deep and abiding respect for 
them all but a real affection. He is looking forward to actually going away for a little bit, 
getting out of the way and watching this decent body deliberate and do public service on 
his behalf. 
 

 
Communications 
and Proclamations 
from the Mayor 

 
Communications and Proclamations from the Mayor 
None. 
 

 
Public Hearings 
 
 

 
Public Hearings  
None. 
 

 
Resolutions 
 

 
Resolutions 
None. 
 

 
Presentations 
 

 
Presentations 
None. 
 

 
Consent Agenda 
 

 
Consent Agenda 
Councilor Sciarra reviewed the items on the consent agenda, offering to remove any item 
for separate consideration upon request. 
 
Councilor Nash moved approval of the consent agenda as presented. Councilor 
LaBarge seconded. The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote. 
 
The following item was approved as part of the consent agenda: 
A. Minutes of December 2, 2021 regular meeting 
 

 
Recess for 
Committee on 
Finance Meeting 

 
Recess for Committee on Finance Meeting 
The City Council recessed for Finance Committee at 8:14 p.m. The Finance Commit-
tee adjourned at 8:19 p.m. The council reconvened at 8:19 p.m. 
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Financial Orders 
(On 1st reading) 
21.375 Order 
Authorizing a Five-
Year Contract for 
Connecticut River 
Channel Marking - 
1st reading 
 
 
 
 

 
Financial Orders (On 1st reading pending Finance Committee review) 
21.375 An Order Authorizing a Five-Year Contract for Connecticut River Channel 
Marking - 1st reading 
Councilor Foster stated that she needed to recuse herself since the company she works for 
- All Out Adventures - runs programs on the Connecticut River and benefits from those 
channel markers.  
 
Councilor Dwight moved to approve the order in first reading. Councilor Jarrett 
seconded. The motion carried 8:0 by roll call vote with Councilor Foster recused.  
 
Councilor LaBarge moved to suspend rules to allow a second reading. Councilor 
Dwight seconded. The motion carried 8:0 by roll call vote with Councilor Foster 
recused. 
 
Councilor LaBarge moved to approve the order in second reading. Councilor Dwight 
seconded. The motion carried 8:0 by roll call vote with Councilor Foster recused. 
 
The following order passed two readings: 

 
Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled. 
 

 
Financial Orders 
(On 2nd reading) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Financial Orders (On 2nd reading) 
21.357 An Order to Authorize the Conservation Commission to Acquire a 
Conservation Restriction on North Farms Road - 2nd reading 
21.358 An Order to Appropriate $3,000 in CPA Funds to Lathrop Communities for 
Continued Invasive Species Removal - 2nd reading 
21.359 An Order to Appropriate $31,922 in CPA Funds to Historic Northampton for 
Shepherd Barn Artifacts Project - 2nd reading 
21.360 An Order to Appropriate $20,000 in CPA Funds for Farmland Rehabilitation at 
the Community Farm and Garden - 2nd reading 
21.361 An Order to Appropriate $100,000 in CPA Funds to the Rocky Hill Accessible 
Trail Project - 2nd reading 
21.362 An Order to Appropriate $230,100 in CPA Funds to Valley CDC for a Mortgage 
Subsidy Program - 2nd reading 
21.365 An Order to Appropriate $608,000 in CPA Funds to Independent Housing 
Solutions for Housing the Disabled Homeless Project - 2nd reading 
21.366 An Order to Appropriate $13,000 in CPA Funds to Northampton Parks and 
Rec for Pickleball Feasibility Assessment - 2nd reading 
21.368 An Order to Appropriate $82,900 in CPA Funds to Michelson Galleries for 132 
Main Street Facade Project - 2nd reading 
21.369 An Order to Appropriate $233,400 in CPA Funds to OPS and Conservation 
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21.357 Order to 
Authorize the 
Conservation 
Commission to 
Acquire a 
Conservation 
Restriction on 
North Farms Road 
- 2nd reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Commission for Priority Property Acquisitions - 2nd reading 
21.372 An Order Authorizing Acquisition of a Parcel of Land on the Northerly Side of 
Westhampton Road - 2nd reading 
21.373 An Order to Appropriate Free Cash and Enterprise Fund Retained Earnings to 
Various Capital Projects - 2nd reading 
21.374 An Order to Accept $21.7 Million in American Rescue Plan Act Funds - 2nd 
reading 
Councilor Dwight moved to approve agenda items A through N with the exception of 
Item I (21.357, 21.358, 21.359, 21.360, 21.361, 21.362, 21.365, 21.366, 21.368, 21.369, 
21.372, 21.373 and 21.374) as a group in second reading. Councilor Jarrett seconded. 
The motion carried 9:0 by roll call vote. 
 
The following orders passed two readings: 

 
Passed two readings and enrolled. 
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21.358 Order to 
Appropriate $3,000 
in CPA Funds to 
Lathrop Community 
for Continued 
Invasive Species 
Removal - 2nd rdg. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Passed two readings and enrolled. 
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21.359 Order to 
Appropriate 
$31,922 in CPA 
Funds to Historic 
Northampton for 
Shepherd Barn 
Artifacts Project - 
2nd reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
21.360 Order to 
Appropriate 
$20,000 in CPA 
Funds for Farm-
land Rehabilitation 
at the Community 
Farm and Garden - 
2nd reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Passed two readings and enrolled. 
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21.361 Order to 
Appropriate 
$100,000 in CPA 
Funds to the 
Rocky Hill Access-
ible Trail Project - 
2nd reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Passed two readings and enrolled. 
 

 
Passed two readings and enrolled. 
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21.362 Order to 
Appropriate 
$230,100 in CPA 
Funds to Valley 
CDC for Mortgage 
Subsidy Program - 
2nd reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Passed two readings and enrolled. 
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21.365 Order to 
Appropriate 
$608,000 in CPA 
Funds to 
Independent 
Housing Solutions 
for Housing the 
Disabled Home-
less Project-2nd 
rdg. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Passed two readings and enrolled. 
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21.366 Order to 
Appropriate 
$13,000 in CPA 
Funds to North-
ampton Parks and 
Rec for Pickleball 
Feasibility Assess-
ment - 2nd reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Passed two readings and enrolled. 
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21.368 Order to 
Appropriate 
$82,900 in CPA 
Funds to Michel-
son Galleries for 
132 Main Street 
Facade Project - 
2nd reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Passed two readings and enrolled. 
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21.369 Order to 
Appropriate 
$233,400 in CPA 
Funds to OPS and 
Conservation 
Commission for 
Priority Property 
Acquisitions - 2nd 
reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Passed two readings and enrolled. 
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21.372 Order Auth-
orizing Acquisition 
of a Parcel of Land 
on the Northerly 
Side of Westhamp-
ton Road - 2nd 
reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Passed two readings and enrolled. 
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21.373 Order to 
Appropriate Free 
Cash and 
Enterprise Fund 
Retained Earnings 
to Various Capital 
Projects - 2nd 
reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Passed two readings and enrolled. 
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21.374 Order to 
Accept $21.7 
Million in 
American Rescue 
Plan Act Funds - 
2nd reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Passed two readings and enrolled. 
 
21.367 Order to Appropriate $70,000 in CPA Funds to OPS for Ct. River Greenway 
Water Access Project – 2nd rdg. 
Councilor Foster said she was also going to recuse herself from this vote since All Out 
Adventures runs programs at the Connecticut River Greenway. 
 
Councilor Dwight moved to approve the order in second reading. Councilor LaBarge 
seconded. The motion carried 8:0 by roll call vote with Councilor Foster recused. 
 
The following order passed two readings: 
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21.367 Order to 
Appropriate 
$70,000 in CPA 
Funds to OPS for 
Ct. River Green-
way Water Access 
Project - 2nd rdg. 
 
 
 

 
Passed two readings and enrolled. 
 

 
Orders 
21.370 An Order to 
Amend the 
Council Rules - 
single reading 
only required 
 

 
Orders 
21.370 An Order to Amend the Council Rules - single reading only required 
As councilors will remember, they had this discussion at their last meeting, Councilor 
Sciarra reminded. She said she believed they had some amended language. 
 
Councilor Dwight moved to approve the order in first reading. Councilor Jarrett 
seconded. 
 
After the council’s fruitful discussion and the feedback received, she wanted to clarify the 
language around the process of approving financial orders, Councilor Maiore explained. 
She thanked Attorney Seewald for weighing in on the question of when and if Robert’s 
Rules of Order would apply. She also gave a shout out to Councilor-Elect and former 
Charter Review Committee member Stan Moulton for suggesting an amendment to 
address a discrepancy between the council’s rules and the charter.  
 
Councilor Jarrett moved to approve the amendments as shown on the agenda. 
Councilor Quinlan seconded. 
 
Councilor Jarrett reviewed the changes in detail. They are all excellent adjustments and 
modifications, Councilor Dwight confirmed. Councilor Jarrett and Councilor Maiore 
“definitely sanded down some edges” and the revised rules will hopefully serve the next 
council well. 
 
Councilor Sciarra asked about the proposal to move resolutions farther down in the order of 
business, noting that they often get a lot of public comment around resolutions. She 
wondered if the rules committee discussed the impact this would have on folks waiting to 
hear the council’s action on a particular resolution. 
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The intent was to focus action on business items requiring the presence of city department 
heads earlier in the meeting, Councilor Foster explained. A thread that went through their 
discussion was the broad discretion of the council president to reorder the agenda. They do 
have resolutions that include quite a lot of council discussion but not a lot of interest from 
the public. Some have a lot of interest and the chair would have the discretion to move 
those up on the agenda.  
 
Councilor Dwight confirmed it would be appropriate to add orders to set the council’s 
calendar to items requiring only a single reading. 
 
CHANGES ON FINANCE 
Councilor Sciarra asked to recognize Finance Director Charlene Nardi to discuss some 
concerns she had about items that need to be handled fairly quickly.  
 
She knows this is really a new process for her but looking back over the last year and 
talking to the former Finance Director, some things which might require prompter action 
would be year-end transfers, Director Nardi explained. Financial officers need to make 
financial transfers to close the books at the end of the year but have a really short time-
frame in which to work. Approval of these transfers would be something they normally 
would not want to push to two meetings. Other items which might need to be handled more 
quickly are transfers of additional funds to ongoing projects to keep a contract moving 
forward. If the need came up right after one of their meetings, it could be as long as 34 
days before they could get a second vote. Besides ongoing projects, other items in that 
category might be the acquisition of easements and purchase of land. 
 
Even with the best of planning, some types of orders sometimes need faster approval, she 
shared. She would just want to make sure that there is an opportunity to shorten the 
approval process. To her this would always be true with year-end transfers. She under-
stands the importance of having time to answer questions but wants to make sure the 
process does not stop the work of the city. 
 
Councilor Jarrett expressed his understanding that, similar to how they can now suspend 
rules to allow a second reading, they could waive the requirement for an order to be 
introduced at a meeting prior to a vote. It would simply be a suspension of rules needing a 
two-thirds majority, he noted.  
 
Under the new rules, the council would enjoy the flexibility it currently has that it has 
employed to effect, Councilor Dwight agreed. If necessary, they could hold a special 
meeting if even more discussion is needed. “I don’t see any of these as impediments; I see 
them as basically defining the best process,” he explained.  
 
There are contingencies built in to accommodate special circumstances, he stressed. He 
voiced the assumption that year-end transfers would just go directly to the consent agenda. 
“These constraints exist now and we’ve made accommodations for them,” he pointed out. 
 
“I think this is a system that will work and make those adjustments as needed,” he added. 
 
Councilor Nash said he really appreciated what Director Nardi shared since it addressed 
his concern about creating opportunity for more public input without unnecessarily 
gumming up the works.  
 
He said he would like to amend the first line of 2.6.1.1 Committee on Finance to read “for 
more public input, discussion and recommendation“ instead of “for more granular 
discussion and recommendation.” 
 
Councilor Jarrett accepted this as a friendly amendment to his motion to amend. The 
motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote. 
 
The motion to approve the order in one reading passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call 
vote. 
 
The following order passed a single reading: 
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Passed single reading and enrolled. 
 
 
 

 
Ordinances (Not 
yet Referred) 
 

 
Ordinances (Not yet Referred) 
None. 

 
Ordinances 
21.371 An 
Ordinance 
Extending the 
Effective Date of 
Section 272-18 to 
July 1, 2022 – 2nd 
reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ordinances 
21.371 An Ordinance Extending the Effective Date of Section 272-18 to July 1, 2022 – 
2nd reading 
Councilor Jarrett said that, due to a potential conflict of interest, he was going to recuse 
himself. 
 
Councilor Dwight moved to approve the ordinance in first reading. Councilor Maiore 
seconded.  
 
Councilor Dwight referred to the letter from the Youth Commission read aloud in public 
comment.  
 
The motion carried 8:0 by roll call vote with Councilor Jarrett recused. 
 
The following ordinance passed two readings. 
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Passed two readings, ordained and enrolled. 
 

 
Zoning 
Ordinances (Not 
yet Referred) 
 

 
Zoning Ordinances (Not yet Referred) 
None. 

 
Zoning 
Ordinances 
 

 
Zoning Ordinances 
None. 
 
 

 
New Business 
 

 
New Business 
None. 
 

 
Motion to Adjourn 

 
Upon motion made by Councilor Dwight and seconded by Councilor LaBarge, the 
meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m. The motion passed 9:0 by roll call vote. 
 
Attest:                                                     Administrative Assistant to the City Council 

  



1 

 

NORTHAMPTON CITY COUNCIL  
PUBLIC COMMENT RECORD SHEET 

December 16, 2021 

NAME  ADDRESS  SUBJECT  

Joe Brooks Kahn, Ward 5 representing Youth Commission. Read drafted statement about delay in implement-
tation of plastic reduction and sustainability ordinance.         
              
              
              
              
              
              
               
              
              
              
              
              
               
              
              
              
              
              
               
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
               



EXHIBIT A 

List of Documents Reviewed at December 16, 2021 Northampton City Council Meeting: 

1. December 16, 2021 Agenda 

2. Minutes of December 2, 2021 City Council Meeting 

3. Youth Commission Statement on Plastic Reduction and Sustainability Ordinance Implementation Delay 

4. 21.347 National Grid‐Verizon Joint Pole Petition for Cross Path Road (Petition No. 30408955) 

5. 21.348 National Grid Petition to Install Underground Conduit on Old Ferry Road (Petition No. 30408955) 

6. 21.347 and 21.348 DPW Recommendation – Memorandum from Kris Baker, P.E. to Donna LaScaleia 

Dated December 1, 2021 re: Petition No. 30408955 to Install Underground Conduit and a Joint Pole 

Location at Cross Path Road and Old Ferry Road 

7. 21.375 An Order Authorizing a Five‐Year Contract for Connecticut River Channel Marking 

8. 21.357 An Order to Authorize the Conservation Commission to Acquire a Conservation Restriction on 

North Farms Road 

9. 21.358 An Order to Appropriate $3,000 in CPA Funds to Lathrop Communities for Continued Invasive 

Species Removal 

10. 21.359 An Order to Appropriate $31,922 in CPA Funds to Historic Northampton for Shepherd Barn 

Artifacts Project 

11. 21.360 An Order to Appropriate $20,000 in CPA Funds for Farmland Rehabilitation at the Community 

Farm and Garden 

12. 21.361 An Order to Appropriate $100,000 in CPA Funds to the Rocky Hill Accessible Trail Project 
13. 21.362 An Order to Appropriate $230,100 in CPA Funds to Valley CDC for a Mortgage Subsidy Program 

14. 21.365 An Order to Appropriate $608,000 in CPA Funds to Independent Housing Solutions for Housing 
the Disabled Homeless Project 

15. 21.366 An Order to Appropriate $13,000 in CPA Funds to Northampton Parks and Rec for Pickleball 

Feasibility Assessment 

16. 21.367 An Order to Appropriate $70,000 in CPA Funds to OPS for Ct. River Greenway Water Access 

Project 

17. 21.368 An Order to Appropriate $82,900 in CPA Funds to Michelson Galleries for 132 Main Street Facade 

Project 

18. 21.369 An Order to Appropriate $233,400 in CPA Funds to OPS and Conservation Commission for 

Priority Property Acquisitions 

19. 21.372 An Order Authorizing Acquisition of a Parcel of Land on the Northerly Side of Westhampton Road 

20. Order of Taking 
21. Survey of Land Now or Formerly of Luman E. Bartlett 

22. 21.373 An Order to Appropriate Free Cash and Enterprise Fund Retained Earnings to Various Capital 
Projects 

23. 21.374 An Order to Accept $21.7 Million in American Rescue Plan Act Funds 

24. 21.370 An Order to Amend the Council Rules ‐ POST120221 

25. 21.370 An Order to Amend the Council Rules 

26. Amendment to 3.1 SELECTION OF AN OUTSIDE AUDITOR 

27. 21.371 An Ordinance Extending the Effective Date of Section 272‐18 to July 1, 2022 



Record of City Council Votes for December 16, 2021 Dwight Foster Jarrett LaBarge Maiore Nash Quinlan Sciarra Thorpe Total
Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present  9 Present

Open Public Hearing on 21.347 and 21.348 National Grid/Verizon Pole Petition and 
National Grid Petition to Install Underground Conduit

Motion to 
approve

Yes Yes Second     
Yes

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Motion carried 
9:0; roll call

Close Public Hearing on 21.347 and 21.348 National Grid/Verizon Pole Petition and 
National Grid Petition to Install Underground Conduit

Motion to 
approve

Yes Yes Second     
Yes

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Motion carried 
9:0; roll call

Approval of Consent Agenda Yes Yes Yes Second     
Yes

Yes Motion to 
approve

Yes Yes Yes Motion carried 
9:0; roll call

Approve Petition on 21.347 and 21.348 National Grid/Verizon Pole Petition and National 
Grid Petition to Install Underground Conduit

Second      
Yes

Motion to 
approve

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Motion carried 
9:0; roll call

Approval of Minutes of December 2, 2021 Motion to 
approve

Yes Yes Second     
Yes

Motion carried 
4:0; roll call

21.375 An Order Authorizing a Five-Year Contract for Connecticut River Channel 
Marking

Yes Positively 
Recommend

Yes Second     
Yes

Motion carried 
4:0; roll call

ADJOURN FINANCE Yes Motion to 
adjourn

Yes Second     
Yes

Motion carried 
4:0; roll call

1st reading Motion to 
approve

Recused Second      
Yes

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Motion carried 
8:0 with Foster 

recused; roll call

Suspend 
rules

Second      
Yes

Recused Yes Motion to 
suspend

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Motion carried 
8:0 with Foster 

recused; roll call

2nd reading Second      
Yes

Recused Yes Motion to 
approve

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Motion carried 
8:0 with Foster 

recused; roll call

Roll Call by Laura Krutzler, Administrative Assistant to the City Council @ 7:07 p.m.

RECESS FOR FINANCE COMMITTEE

RESUME CITY COUNCIL MEETING
21.375 An Order Authorizing a Five-Year Contract for Connecticut River Channel 
Marking - 1st reading
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Record of City Council Votes for December 16, 2021 Dwight Foster Jarrett LaBarge Maiore Nash Quinlan Sciarra Thorpe Total
21.357 An Order to Authorize the Conservation Commission to Acquire a Conservation 
Restriction on North Farms Road - 2nd reading
21.358 An Order to Appropriate $3,000 in CPA Funds to Lathrop Communities for 
Continued Invasive Species Removal - 2nd reading
21.359 An Order to Appropriate $31,922 in CPA Funds to Historic Northampton for 
Shepherd Barn Artifacts Project - 2nd reading
21.360 An Order to Appropriate $20,000 in CPA Funds for Farmland Rehabilitation at the 
Community Farm and Garden - 2nd reading
21.361 An Order to Appropriate $100,000 in CPA Funds to the Rocky Hill Accessible Trail 
Project - 2nd reading
21.362 An Order to Appropriate $230,100 in CPA Funds to Valley CDC for a Mortgage 
Subsidy Program - 2nd reading
21.365 An Order to Appropriate $608,000 in CPA Funds to Independent Housing 
Solutions for Housing the Disabled Homeless Project - 2nd reading
21.366 An Order to Appropriate $13,000 in CPA Funds to Northampton Parks and Rec for 
Pickleball Feasibility Assessment - 2nd reading
21.368 An Order to Appropriate $82,900 in CPA Funds to Michelson Galleries for 132 
Main Street Facade Project - 2nd reading
21.369 An Order to Appropriate $233,400 in CPA Funds to OPS and Conservation 
Commission for Priority Property Acquisitions - 2nd reading
21.372 An Order Authorizing Acquisition of a Parcel of Land on the Northerly Side of 
Westhampton Road - 2nd reading
21.373 An Order to Appropriate Free Cash and Enterprise Fund Retained Earnings to 
Various Capital Projects - 2nd reading
21.374 An Order to Accept $21.7 Million in American Rescue Plan Act Funds - 2nd 
reading
21.367 An Order to Appropriate $70,000 in CPA Funds to OPS for Ct. River Greenway 
Water Access Project - 2nd reading

2nd reading Motion to 
approve

Recused Yes Second     
Yes

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Motion carried 
8:0 with Foster 

recused; roll call

Amend 
Order

Yes Yes Motion to 
amend

Yes Yes Yes Second     
Yes

Yes Yes Motion carried 
9:0; roll call

1st reading Motion to 
approve

Yes Second      
Yes

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Motion carried 
9:0; roll call

21.370 An Order to Amend the Council Rules - single reading only required

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Motion carried 
9:0; roll call

21.357 - 
21.374 with 

the 
exception of 

21.367, 
21.370 and 

21.371 
moved as a 

group in 2nd 
reading

Motion to 
approve

Yes Second      
Yes

Yes
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Record of City Council Votes for December 16, 2021 Dwight Foster Jarrett LaBarge Maiore Nash Quinlan Sciarra Thorpe Total
21.371 An Ordinance Extending the Effective Date of Section 272-18 to July 1, 2022 - 2nd 
reading

2nd reading Motion to 
approve

Yes Recused Yes Second     
Yes

Yes Yes Yes Yes Motion carried 
8:0 with Jarrett 

recused; roll call

Motion to Adjourn  to Adjourn Motion to 
adjourn

Yes Yes Second     
Yes

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Motion carried 
9:0; roll call

At 8:55 p.m., Councilor Dwight moved to adjourn the meeting; Councilor LaBarge seconded the motion.  The motion was approved on a voice vote of 9 Yes, 0 No 
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