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Memorandum

March 2026

To:  Northampton Based Recreational Camps for Children

From:  Northampton Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS)

Re:  2026 Recreational Camp Season


New This Year – Camp Permit Application & Documentation Submission Deadlines & Late fees: 
· APPLICATIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED 60 DAYS PRIOR TO CAMP OPENING DATE ~ LATE FEE $100 
· BINDER/COMPLETED SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION MUST BE SUBMITTED 5 WEEKS PRIOR TO CAMP OPENING DATE FOR PRE-OPERATIONAL REVIEW ~ LATE FEE $100 
Recreational Camp Operators - 

All Northampton recreational camps must be inspected & permitted by the DHHS.  105 CMR 430.000, Minimum Standards for Recreational Camps for Children regulations establish minimum health, safety, sanitary and housing standards to protect the well-being of children who are in the care of recreational camps for children in Massachusetts.

How to Apply, Important Documents and Resources – How to apply and important resources can be found on the DHHS website – Division of Inspectional Services – Recreational Camps
· Application
· Camp Memo
· Inspection Checklist 
· Public Health Nurse Memo
· Other Resources

IMPORTANT Due Dates – Please take note of the following criteria to ensure your application, documentation, inspection and permitting align with your opening date.

· Application(s) & fee are due 60 days prior to camp opening date.
· Binder/Supporting documentation are due at least 5 weeks prior to your opening date. 
· Any late submissions may result in a late fee & your camp not opening on time. 
· Pre-operational inspections are scheduled when your supporting documentation is reviewed & approved.  An inspection will be scheduled prior to the camp start date to allow time for corrections if needed. 
· Subsequent inspections(s) will take place once the camp is operational.  



Required Supporting Documentation –
· Important – Inspection Checklist. The inspection checklist is a state created document to be used by the local authority as a format for inspecting recreational camps for documenting areas of compliance, violations, comments and details.  
· The checklist is also a guide for submitting documentation for camp operators.  All sections highlighted in yellow must be submitted in a binder format, indexed with tabs at least 5 weeks prior to your camp’s opening date.   
· Electronic submissions are accepted if organized following the inspection checklist format.  
· Please submit a plan showing the buildings, structures, fixtures and facilities that will be used as the base of your camp (remember to include facilities that may be used as an emergency shelter and  infirmary)

Other Important Resources

[bookmark: _heading=h.5mekz5o64nl8]Public Health Nurse Memo - featuring Medical & Health Documentation Guidance to streamline your binder submission and review.  The public health nurse memo can also be found on the DHHS website.  https://www.northamptonma.gov/2505/Recreational-Camps

Swimming Pools and Virginia Graeme Baker Act
· If your camp has a seasonal pool, please contact DHHS to schedule an inspection prior to your camp start date. 
· Virginia Graeme Baker (VGB) Act –  VGB documents & manufacturer specifics for your drain covers can be found on the DHHS website - Division of Inspectional Services - Recreational Camps - 


DHHS Staff Contacts

Medical Documentation & Policies

· Em Rhodes Moulton, Public Health Nurse - 413-587-1502 - erhodesmoulton@northamptonma.gov

· Jennifer Denkiewicz, Public Health Nurse – 413-587-4905 – jdenkiewicz@northamptonma.gov

· Kelly Hughes, Public Health Nurse – 413-587-1216 – khughes@northamptonma.gov

General Operational, Physical Facility, Pools & Food Service Questions

· Kristen Hargrave-Amodio, Health Inspector – 413-587-1217 -  khargraveamodio@northamptonma.gov

· Donna Bowman, Health Inspector – 413-587-1330 – dbowman@northamptonma.gov 

· Ang Sanchez, Regional Health Inspector – 413-587- 4910 – asanchez@northamptonma.gov
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Public Health

Prevent. Promote. Protect.




